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According to the Supreme Electoral Council, 12 of the country's recognized political parties are
fielding candidates for president and vice president on May 17, while nine parties will compete for
seats in the national legislature, department and municipal governments. At present, 5.5 million
Ecuadorans are registered to vote, about about half the total population. Voting is mandatory with
the exception of illiterate persons and the elderly (over 65). (Source: Agence France-Presse, 02/16/92)
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